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Course Content
Year 1

Topics covered:

1. Biological molecules
2. Cells
 3. Organisms exchange substances with their 
environment
4. Genetic information, variation and relationships 
between organisms

Year 2

Topics covered:

 5. Energy transfers in and between organisms
6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal and 
external environments
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
8. The control of gene expression

Practical work:

Students will undertake at least 12 practical activities across 
the A-Level course to CPAC standards, as directed by the 
Examination Board. These will be internally assessed and 
provide the opportunity to learn and use practical skills 
to link theory with practice, so deepening knowledge and 
understanding. Teachers will ‘endorse’ the practical work 
which, if passed, will be reported on the A-Level Certificate.

In addition, 15% of the A-Level marks on all of the written 
papers will be allocated to practical knowledge and 
understanding.

Assessment:
Three written examination papers at the end of the 2 year 
A-Level Course.
 
Mathematical requirements:

10% of the marks in the written A-Level Biology papers will 
assess mathematical skills at the higher tier GCSE level

Business
Course Length:  Studied over two years 
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel
Course Leader:  Mr L Walker (walkerl@queenelizabeths.derbyshire.sch.uk)
    Mr T Chow (chow@queenelizabeths.derbyshire.sch.uk)

Course Content
Theme 1: Marketing and people 

Students will develop an understanding of: 
• meeting customer needs
• the market 
• marketing mix and strategy 
• managing people 
• entrepreneurs and leaders

Theme 2: Managing business activities 

Students will develop an understanding of: 
• raising finance 
• financial planning 
• managing finance 
• resource management 
• external influences

Theme 3: Business decisions and strategy 
This theme develops the concepts introduced in Theme 
2. Students will develop an understanding of: 

• business objectives and strategy 
• business growth 
• decision-making techniques 
• influences on business decisions 
• assessing competitiveness 
• managing change

Theme 4: Global business 
This theme develops the concepts introduced in Theme 
1. Students will develop an understanding of: 

• globalisation 
• global markets and business expansion 
• global marketing 
• global industries and companies 
(multinational corporations)

Assessment 
Paper Title Assessment A Level

1 Marketing, People and Global Businesses
Themes 1&4

Written Exam: 2hr 35%

2 Business Activities, Decisions and Strategy
Themes 2&3

Written Exam: 2hr 35%

3 Investigating Business in a Competitive 
Environment 
Themes 1-4

Written Exam: 2hr 30%


