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Course Content
The Psychology A-level science course ensures that 
all students are given the opportunity to acquire the 
experimental and practical skills essential for further 
study and successful scientific research.
The mathematical skill in Psychology is taught and 
understood at and beyond the level of Mathematics 
required for a GCSE grade 4. Students taking A-level 
Psychology are required to have a grade 5 in GCSE 
Mathematics (over 10% of the assessment tests 
mathematical ability). 
Paper 1 - Introductory topics in Psychology 
1 - Social Influence: What makes people follow the 
crowd and what gives some of us the power to resist? 
Why do you follow an authority figure? 
2 - Memory: Can you remember everything you have 
done in the last 24 hours and what happens when you 
invent events to fill the gaps?
3 - Attachments: How are emotional bonds with our 
caregivers built and how do earliest attachments leave 
a lasting mark on our lives?
4 - Psychopathology: What does it mean to be 
abnormal? An exploration of the definitions, 
explanations and treatments of psychological disorders 
including; phobias and depression.
Paper 2 – Psychology in Context
1 - Approaches in Psychology: Where does psychology 
originate from? Who were the key researchers 
that established the main approaches we study in 
psychology today?
2 - Biopsychology: Focuses on explaining behaviour 
biologically by considering the role of genetics, brain 
physiology and biochemistry. What happens to your 
brain following injury?

3 - Research Methods: Scientific methods are explored 
alongside a thorough consideration of the ethical issues 
relating to psychological research. 
Students are required to carry out mathematical equations 
including algebra, percentages, ratios amongst other skills. 

Paper 3 - Issues and Options in Psychology 
1 - Issues and Debates: What is the nature vs. nurture 
debate? Is psychological research biased to males? 
This explores the different issues that arise throughout 
psychological research and how best to deal with them. 

2 - Schizophrenia: How does a psychiatrist decide whether 
a patient has a mental illness such as schizophrenia and 
depression? Why do these definitions vary so much between 
cultures? 

3 - Relationships: Theories of the formation, maintenance 
and breakdown of romantic relationships. For example, 
reward/need satisfaction, social exchange theory.

4 - Forensic Psychology: Forensic psychology looks at 
how we define, explain and treat criminal behaviour using 
psychological theories and research.

Religious Studies
Course Length:		  Studied over two years	
Examination Board:	 AQA
Course Leader:		  Mr N McGarrigle  (mcgarrigle@queenelizabeths.derbyshire.sch.uk)

Course Content
The topics studied are:

Year 12
Religion and Ethics
Ethics is the study of ideas surrounding ‘right and 
wrong’. In this paper students will explore the 
key moral principles and values that underline 
Christian identity. From this foundation, students 
will also critically explore other key ethical theories 
(both religious and non-religious) as they apply 
them to complex and often emotive issues 
surrounding human life and death, as well as 
also applying them to issues surrounding animal 
welfare.

Religion and Philosophy
Here, students will study Christian philosophical 
concepts surrounding God and beliefs about life 
after death. Students will then progress to explore 
further key philosophical arguments surrounding 
the existence of God, religious experiences, and 
evil and suffering.

Year 13
A-Level students continue to explore new areas 
of religious studies, philosophy and ethics in 
an A-Level which is designed to challenge 
and yet offer a structured approach to the final 
examination.

Religion and Ethics
Students will continue to develop their 
understanding of complex issues surrounding 
Christianity and sexual identity, as well assessing 
the effects of religious pluralism on core Christian 
principles and values. From here, students will 
progress to critically evaluate additional significant 
ethical theories (Bentham and Kant), study meta-
ethics (the meaning of ethical language), exploring 
concepts of conscience, and finally analyse 
arguments surrounding freewill/determinism.

Religion and Philosophy
Students will continue to explore complex philosophical 
arguments drawing upon the challenges to Christian 
belief from scientific advancement, and the nature 
and role of Christianity in modern society. They will 
also critically analyse the philosophical and religious 
challenges of miracles, religious language and the idea 
of ‘self’ in relation to life after death.

Additional  Information
Religious Studies is a popular and very successful 
A-Level at QEGS. Past students have gone on to 
study at many of the top Universities and to use 
their knowledge in a variety of careers ranging from 
Medicine, Law, and Finance right through to the Police 
Service and the Armed Forces.

It is recommended that students have an interest in 
current affairs as they are regularly used to enrich 
their learning experiences through applying them to 
philosophical, ethical and religious ideas.

There are regular practice essays to support students in 
developing their exam skills, plus regular lively debates 
and discussions as we explore these fascinating and 
often contentious topics.

We recommend that if you are considering beginning 
this course, you should try reading one of the following 
books:

▪▪ Jostein Gardner – Sophie’s World

▪▪ Peter Vardy – The Puzzle of God/Ethics/Sex

▪▪ Mel Thompson – Teach Yourself the Philosophy of 
Religion/Ethics

Assessment 
Unit No Title Assessment A Level

C1 Component 1: Philosophy of Religion and Ethics 3 hour Exam in Yr13 50%

C2 Component 2: Study of Religion and Dialogues 3 hour Exam in Yr13 50%


