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English Language A Level: what to do before September

Shopping List Reading and Watching List (you don’t have to 
watch them all)

Activities List

Like at GCSE, English Language is extract based and 
therefore does not have a ‘set text’. Below are some 

texts which you might find useful but there is no need 
to buy them. Instead, look online for articles on the 
English Language.

• https://youtu.be/FLcvX_sddV0
• https://youtu.be/HGaMB7OcXeY

Mr Bruff is back! An introduction to the first 
Assessment Objective and what to analyse in any text 
(GRASP). Watch any of his other A-Level videos.

• Complete the tasks in this workbook.

‘A/AS Level English Language for AQA Student Book (A Level 
(AS) English Language AQA)’
• ISBN-10: 1107465621
This is the exam board textbook and we will be using 
print outs from this in lessons.

• https://youtu.be/gs_Mjl08-Eo
• https://youtu.be/P2XVdDSJHqY
• https://youtu.be/hGg-2MQVReQ
• https://youtu.be/h79V_qUp91M
• https://youtu.be/0xc0KUD1umw
• https://youtu.be/2_q9b9YqGRY
And any other video of David Crystal on the English 
Language…

• Work your way through the ‘Reading and 
Watching List’ and feel free to explore 
podcasts, videos, articles etc. that you find 
yourself.

Language Change (Cambridge Topics in English Language)
• ISBN-10: 1108402232
(There is a series of books in this ‘Cambridge Topics’ 
range which are relevant but there’s no need to get 
them all. However, if you have an interest in a 
particular area e.g. Language and Gender, you might 
find it useful to get the guide in that area.)

• https://www.fluentu.com/blog/theory-of-
language-learning/

A good overview about some of the different theories 
on how humans acquire language.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zr6dvk7
A short article on why language has changed.

• Email Mrs Brown with any questions you 
might have as you complete the tasks.

• Any book by David Crystal on Language! He has 
ones on the history of English, text-speak, 
grammar, children’s language: basically 
everything that we study. So, you can’t go wrong 
by reading something by him.

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/the-
wonderful-world-of-words

Take your pick from these.

• Have a look at the information about your NEA. 
You could think about and do some research into 
the area of language you might investigate for 
one piece of NEA and/or you might find the text 
you’d like to re-create for your Original Writing 
NEA. https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-
and-a-level/english-language-7701-7702/subject-
content-a-level/language-in-action

https://youtu.be/FLcvX_sddV0
https://youtu.be/HGaMB7OcXeY
https://youtu.be/gs_Mjl08-Eo
https://youtu.be/P2XVdDSJHqY
https://youtu.be/hGg-2MQVReQ
https://youtu.be/h79V_qUp91M
https://youtu.be/0xc0KUD1umw
https://youtu.be/2_q9b9YqGRY
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/theory-of-language-learning/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zr6dvk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/the-wonderful-world-of-words
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7701-7702/subject-content-a-level/language-in-action


‘Lessons’

• The following slides are a series of ‘lessons’ which focus on 

analysing grammar.

• Each lesson will most likely take longer than an hour and 

does not need to be completed in one sitting.

• Work your way through the activities at your own pace and 

don’t forget to look up or ask about anything you are 

uncertain on. You are not alone.



A Level English 
Language
Introduction to the course

Lesson 1



Course Breakdown



Course Breakdown
Paper 1 Paper 2 Coursework



Areas of  Analysis

• Linguistic Frameworks

• Language and Gender

• Language and Occupation

• Language & Social Groups

• Language Diversity – Regional & World English

• Language Change

• Child Language Development

• Analytical Essay Writing

• Evaluative Essay Writing

• Comparative Essay Writing

• Creative Writing



Linguistic Frameworks

• These are the basics of  English Language and they underpin all 
areas of  analysis.

• Grammar

• Discourse

• Pragmatics

• Lexis/Semantics

• Graphology

• Phonetics/Phonology



Getting to know the AO

• The frameworks come under AO1:

• Apply appropriate methods of  language analysis, using associated terminology and coherent written 
expression.

• Appropriate – Analyse areas that are significant

• Terminology – Be as precise as possible

• Coherent expression – Have organisation to your writing

• Across the 2 papers, AO1 is worth 60/200 marks (30%)

• 35 marks on Paper 1

• 25 marks on Paper 2



Introduction to Grammar – Sentence 
Types/Functions

• This is likely to be a revision for you as you might well have 

covered these terms at GCSE.

• Declarative

• Imperative

• Interrogative

• Exclamative

Can you offer a 

definition and example 

of  each one?



Sentence Types

• Declarative – A statement – “I’m not a fan of  Justin Bieber.”

• Imperative – A command – “Write this definition in your books.”

• Interrogative – A question – “Will there ever be a boy born who can swim 
faster than a shark?”

• Exclamative – Similar to declarative and/or imperative but more 
emotional – “Free cake, right here!”



Using them in Analysis

• If  they don’t tell us anything particularly useful, don’t write about them.

• Read through your text and work on spotting the sentence types first.

• Once this is complete, think about whether any of  them are useful in terms of  
Genre, Audience, Purpose or establishing particular Representations.

• The text is segments of  a webpage for a company advertising a fitness program 
called ‘Insanity.’



When I created the INSANITY workout, I knew it would produce insane results in 60 days, but I wasn't 
sure if anyone
was brave enough to try it. Turns out...there are a lot of crazy people out there. Crazy enough to actually 
enjoy doing
the world's most insanely tough workout. To like the feeling of being drenched in sweat...of going balls-
to-the-wall for a full 45 minutes of muscle-searing exercise. Is INSANITY hard? Oh, yeah. It really IS the 
hardest workout ever put on DVD! It's totally crazy...but it's going to get you crazy-good results



When I created the INSANITY workout, I knew it would produce insane results in 60 days, but I wasn't 
sure if anyone
was brave enough to try it. Turns out...there are a lot of crazy people out there. Crazy enough to actually 
enjoy doing
the world's most insanely tough workout. To like the feeling of being drenched in sweat...of going balls-
to-the-wall for a full 45 minutes of muscle-searing exercise. Is INSANITY hard? Oh, yeah. It really IS the 
hardest workout ever put on DVD! It's totally crazy...but it's going to get you crazy-good results

Interrogative – help aids 
the persuasive purpose 
and assumes the 
audience are 
competitive

Declarative – represents 
the product as 
guaranteeing success

Imperative – followed by 
an incentive – links to G&P

Lots going on in this 
section – covered on 
the next slide



Analysis

• Is INSANITY hard? Oh, yeah. It really IS the hardest workout ever put on DVD!

• The use of  the rhetorical question (or interrogative) followed by an answer is a 
technique known as HYPOPHORA.

• You’re unlikely to discuss grammatical features in isolation (or any feature for 
that matter) when you learn all of  the terminology. In this case, the 
interrogative, hypophora, Exclamative, auxiliary verb and superlative adjective 
are all of  interest…but let’s walk before we can run.



Introducing Q1 & 2 Paper 1

• Analyse how the text uses language to create meanings 

and representations

This is the AO1 bit – worth 10 marks for 
this question. It involves finding, labelling 

and analysing the best features.
This is the AO3 bit – it’s all about 
context.

The ‘official’ wording is as follows:
Analyse and evaluate how contextual 
factors and language features are 
associated with the
construction of meaning.



Getting to Know Another AO

• Analyse and evaluate how contextual factors and language 

features are associated with the construction of meaning.

AO3 relies on AO1 and the language within 
a text can create a host of  representations 

for example: the topic; the producer; the 

audience; society etc.

This involves thinking about how the 
text functions in the world and why 

the writer has made the choices they 

have.

AO3 is worth 45/200 (22.5%)
Paper 1 – 30 marks

Paper 2 – 15 marks



Writing an Answer
• Analyse how the text uses language to create meanings and 

representations (25 marks).

• Possible structure:

• Point: Establish a representation e.g. of  the program itself.

• Evidence: Try to include more than 1 example.

• Technique: Label your evidence with precision.

• Analysis: Consider how your AO1 satisfies your AO3 point – often useful to 
consider GAP

• Link: This will come later when you have more knowledge of  terminologyTask: Have a go at writing a paragraph analysing the ‘Insanity’ 
text using the above as a framework. Then read the example 
answer on the next slide and edit your paragraph accordingly.



Example Answer

The product is represented as a necessity for any competitive 
fitness enthusiast through the use of the interrogatives ‘up to the 
challenge?’ and ‘is INSANITY hard?’ Through these a semantic 
field of competition is created which helps satisfy the purpose of 
the text and persuade consumers to purchase the product. The 
use of the hypophora following the second interrogative gives the 
product a voice through the exclamative ‘it really IS the hardest 
workout ever put on DVD!’ The emphatic nature of the sentence 
implies a confidence about the product meaning that those who 
are competitive will want to test themselves against it.



A Level English 
Language
Grammar

Lesson 2



Starter

Annotate the sentence types used in these texts and the effect they create – remember to think about 
GAP, representations and wider society. Get ready to report back your thoughts.



Disguise

• This is perhaps the most interesting advert.

• It appears to be a declarative followed by an 
interrogative.

• However, context is important and the 
interrogative is actually a mitigated imperative. 
This is basically an imperative in disguise.

• It’s not asking you what you’re going to do, it’s 
essentially saying: check if  you have it.



The ‘Other’ Sentence Types

• Simple sentence

• Compound sentence

• Complex sentence Can you give a definition 
and example of  each 

one?



Sentence Types

• Simple sentence – contains one independent/main clause (makes 
sense on its own)

• Compound sentence – Contains at least two independent clauses 
joined by a co-ordinating conjunction or semi-colon.

• Complex sentence – Contains an independent clause and at least 
one dependent/subordinate clause – something that doesn’t make 
sense on its own. You will often find a comma in these.



Which is Which?

• Kip went to the shop.

• We have to take the train because the car has broken down.

• As there is no other option, we must move forward.

• I shall go to the shop for we are out of  milk.

• Spot the dog ran quickly away.

• I’ll stay for a while but it won’t be all day.

• Add 3 yourself  (1 of  each)



Answers

• Kip went to the shop. (Simple)

• We have to take the train because the car has broken down. 
(Complex)

• As there is no other option, we must move forward. 
(Complex)

• I shall go to the shop for we are out of  milk. (Compound)

• Spot the dog ran quickly away. (Simple)

• I’ll stay for a while but it won’t be all day. (Compound)



Noting Differences

• We have to take the train because the car has broken down. (Complex)

• I’ll stay for a while but it won’t be all day. (Compound)

• It is dependent on the type of  conjunction – whether it is coordinating or 
subordinating – the latter creating a subordinate clause.

• ‘Because’ creates a causal clause (the cause of  something). In this case the 
reason they have to take the train is because the car has broken down.

• ‘But’ coordinates the sentences. A useful acronym to learn is FANBOYS for 
coordinating conjunctions. 



Compound-Complex Sentences

• You can, and often do, get compound-complex sentences in a text.

• A compound complex sentence is made up of  more than one 
sentence joined by a conjunction, and at least one of  those 
sentences is complex. In other words, it is a compound sentence 
with a dependent, or subordinate clause.

• After our trip to the beach, school started back, and I was excited 
to see my friends.



Applying Sentence Types in Analysis
- Think about what is used and why

Telegraph

Screens and teens: survival tips for parents on the technology 
battlefield

There was a moment recently when I thought I’d mastered the ongoing battle over my children 
and screen time. All was quiet upstairs (always a bad sign) so I went to investigate, and there were 
my two cherubs, Louisa, 12, and Josie, 10, playing Scrabble on the iPad in bed.

Ah, screens aren’t all bad, I thought. And yet… something felt fishy. I tiptoed back and burst in to 
find one daughter watching Pretty Little Liars on Netflix, and the other furiously scrolling through 
Snapchat on her iPhone.

Much hilarity ensued, and they were so pleased with their ingenuity that they hardly minded when 
I confiscated the screens. But the battle wasn’t over. In fact, it’s never over… and if I had a pound 
for every time I’ve talked to parents about the trials of getting children off screens, I’d be rich and 
retired in a Wi-Fi-free zone.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/


Telegraph

Screens and teens: survival tips for parents on the technology 
battlefield

There was a moment recently when I thought I’d mastered the ongoing battle over my 
children and screen time. All was quiet upstairs (always a bad sign) so I went to investigate, 
and there were my two cherubs, Louisa, 12, and Josie, 10, playing Scrabble on the iPad in 
bed.

Ah, screens aren’t all bad, I thought. And yet… something felt fishy. I tiptoed back and burst 
in to find one daughter watching Pretty Little Liars on Netflix, and the other furiously scrolling 
through Snapchat on her iPhone.

Much hilarity ensued, and they were so pleased with their ingenuity that they hardly minded 
when I confiscated the screens. But the battle wasn’t over. In fact, it’s never over… and if I had 
a pound for every time I’ve talked to parents about the trials of getting children off screens, 
I’d be rich and retired in a Wi-Fi-free zone.

Anything of  interest here? Think about how the type of  sentence creates a certain tone, conveys the 
information and/or emphasises certain points. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/


• Firstly a DON’T…

• Don’t get into the habit of  simply labelling sentence types and writing generic comments such as “the use of  
complex sentences show that the audience is educated.”

• Whilst this might well be the case, you need to engage with context to support this, otherwise you’re at risk of  
sounding very patronising.

• DO…

• Consider how the sentence types affect the narrative and tone of  a text.

• Discuss them together – it is often the case that you will find a simple sentence nestled between some 
compound-complex sentences – think about why that choice has been made.

Task: Have a go at writing a paragraph analysing the text, 
focusing on the sentence types. Then read the example 
answer on the next slide and edit your paragraph 
accordingly.



Analyse how the text uses language to create meanings and 
representations

• The over-reliance on technology by youths is represented as an ongoing battle 
through the use of the compound-complex sentence ‘All was quiet[…]playing 
scrabble on the iPad” which is contrasted with the simple sentence ‘something felt 
fishy.’ These sentences serve to add humour to the text and are representative of the 
inner monologue of the Mother, thus making the scenario more relatable. In the 
case of the aforementioned compound-complex sentence and subsequent use 
when she describes how she ‘tiptoed back and burst in…’ perhaps demonstrates the 
difficulty parents have of curbing such use, furthered by the simple declarative 
sentence ‘but the battle wasn’t over.’ This might reflect how simple and easy the 
access is to technology and a resignation that she will need to continue to monitor 
her children’s use of it. 



A Level English 
Language
Grammar

Lesson 3 - Clauses



Simple Sentence

Declarative

Mitigated Imperative

AO1

AO3

Compound-Complex 
Sentence

Imperative

FANBOYS

Subordinate 
Clause

Interrogative

Complex Sentence



Clauses

• If  you write about subordinate clauses and it has value, you’ll get credit. If  

you’re more specific about the type of  clause – you’ll get more credit.2017 AO1 MARK 
SCHEME

2018 AO1 MARK 
SCHEME



Clause Types

CLAUSE TYPE

RELATIVE CLAUSE

CAUSAL CLAUSE

TEMPORAL CLAUSE

CONCESSIONAL CLAUSE

CONDITIONAL CLAUSE

Definition

Reference to time. E.g. After lunch, we’ll go to the 
park.

Concedes a fact or some information. E.g. Despite 
your hard work, you still failed.

The reason for something e.g. As you’ve been good, 
you can have a treat.

Shows the relationship between things and will often 
begin with wh- words or ‘that’ e.g. The man, who loved 

football, played regularly.

Gives a condition of  something happening. E.g. If  you 
do all of  your chores, you’ll get your pocket money.

Task: match up the clause types with the 
definition



Clause Types

CLAUSE TYPE

RELATIVE CLAUSE

CAUSAL CLAUSE

TEMPORAL CLAUSE

CONCESSIONAL CLAUSE

CONDITIONAL CLAUSE

Definition

Reference to time. E.g. After lunch, we’ll go to the 
park.

Concedes a fact or some information. E.g. Despite 
your hard work, you still failed.

The reason for something e.g. As you’ve been good, 
you can have a treat.

Shows the relationship between things and will often 
begin with wh- words or ‘that’ e.g. The man, who loved 

football, played regularly.

Gives a condition of  something happening. E.g. If  you 
do all of  your chores, you’ll get your pocket money.



School Report - History

• After the mock exams, I expected Freddie to engage further in 
class activities. Despite an initial improvement, Freddie resorted 
back to being reserved in terms of class discussion and 
unfortunately has disrupted the class on a number of occasions. 
An intelligent young man, Freddie is more than capable of 
achieving his targets, if he applies himself on a more consistent 
basis. It is vital, now more so than ever, that he revises at home in 
order to consolidate his knowledge, particularly with the WW2 
topic which is a key component of the exam. Good luck, Freddie. 
Push yourself.Task: annotate this text with the types of  clause.



School Report - History

• After the mock exams [temporal], I expected Freddie to engage 
further in class activities. Despite an initial improvement 
[concessional], Freddie resorted back to being reserved in terms of 
class discussion and unfortunately has disrupted the class on a 
number of occasions. An intelligent young man [causal], Freddie is 
more than capable of achieving his targets, if he applies himself on a 
more consistent basis [conditional]. It is vital, now more so than ever 
[temporal], that he revises at home in order to consolidate his 
knowledge, particularly with the WW2 topic which is a key component 
of the exam [relative]. Good luck, Freddie. Push yourself.

Task: annotate this text with the types of  clause.



A Level English 
Language
Grammar

Lesson 4 - Phrases



Test Yourself

• RELATIVE CLAUSE

• CAUSAL CLAUSE

• TEMPORAL CLAUSE

• CONCESSIONAL CLAUSE

• CONDITIONAL CLAUSE

Write down an example 

of  each clause type.



Test Yourself

• Before long, he’ll have revealed his true colours.

• The woman, a world-class surgeon, cut a frustrated figure in the background.

• The house, which had stood alone for many years, was said to be haunted.

• He wouldn’t quite make it on to the team, although it wasn’t through a lack of  effort.

• You will be arrested, should you fail to adhere to any of  the terms set out in your bail.

• She glided effortlessly along the ice, as though she’d been doing it all of  her life.



Test Yourself

• Before long, he’ll have revealed his true colours. [Temporal]

• The woman, a world-class surgeon, cut a frustrated figure in the background. [Relative]

• The house, which had stood alone for many years, was said to be haunted. [Relative]

• He wouldn’t quite make it on to the team, although it wasn’t through a lack of  effort. [Concessional]

• You will be arrested, should you fail to adhere to any of  the terms set out in your bail. [Conditional]

• She glided effortlessly along the ice, as though she’d been doing it all of  her life. [Causal]



Phrases

2017

Paper 1

2018

Paper 1



Phrases

• English phrases can be just about any combination of  words so long as 
they do not contain a subject-verb pairing.

• A phrase is decided by the HEAD WORD – the most important word in 
the phrase.

Noun phrase:

• Noun phrases consist of  a noun and its modifiers.

• the nice neighbour

• a soft, comfortable bed
‘Nice’, ‘soft’ and ‘comfortable’ 
modify the 2 nouns which are the 
head words of these phrases.



Phrases
Verb phrase

• Verb phrases consist of  a verb and its modifiers.

• were waiting for the movie

• felt a raindrop on his arm

• You couldn’t have…

• ‘We were waiting for the movie’

• Because here you have a subject-verb pairing – meaning that it becomes a clause.

• Remember that a phrase is the part you want…

• So if  it was ‘were waiting for the scary movie’…

• You could take ‘the scary movie’ and have it as a NOUN PHRASE

Basically, phrases occur all 

of the time but there is more 

credit in them than 

discussing just at word level.



Phrases

Gerund phrase

• Gerund phrases are essentially noun phrases that begin 

with a gerund. (A word that can belong to multiple word 

classes).

• running through the woods (running as a noun or verb)

• jumping like a kangaroo



Phrases

Infinitive phrase

• Infinitive phrases begin with a verb infinitive and include any modifiers. 

• to run out of  food

• to visit to the countryside

Appositive phrase

• An appositive is essentially a noun phrase but one that renames another noun in the sentence.

• The tree, a tall redwood, was beautiful.

• The curtains were made of  lace, a beautiful and delicate fabric.

TASK: Turn these 2 
into clauses



Phrases
Participle phrase

• A participle phrase begins with a present (-ing) or past (-ed) participle. A participle phrase 
includes the participle and its modifiers. Participle phrases function as adjectives.

• The girls, giggling and playing in the park, never seemed to tire.

• Fatigued and dehydrated in the desert, the men travelled on.

• Walking on the beach, Delores dodged jellyfish that had washed ashore.

• Walking on the beach = present participle phrase describing the noun Delores.

• Walking on the beach is painful if jellyfish have washed ashore.

• Walking on the beach = gerund phrase, the subject of the verb is.

The difference between a PARTICIPLE and GERUND phrase is that the GP will act as 
a noun and PP will act as an adjective

http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/subject.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/verb.htm


Phrases

Prepositional phrase

• A prepositional phrase is a group of words that includes 

a preposition and a noun. A prepositional phrase will 

function as either an adjective or an adverb.

• before church

• under the stairs



Applying Phrases in Analysis

• The usual advice applies – discuss them if  they are THE 

best feature to discuss.

• If  patterns reveal themselves then discuss patterns of 

phrases – they should and will help to contribute towards 

meaning and representation





Use your knowledge of  

any terminology to try 

to establish meanings 

and representations.

‘Representations’ is 

how they are portrayed 

in the text.

There are some starters 

to help…

Representation of  Lizzie 
Armistead

Different representation of  
Lizzie Armistead

Representation of  Rouleur

Representation of  British 
Cycling

It is often a good idea to get 
different representations of  

the same thing i.e.. Lizzie 

Armistead in this text





Don’t just look at grammar or 
lexis, look at them together

Thinking about the text’s 
function in the world, the 
reader, the WHY



Example Answer

Lizzie Armistead is represented as someone to be revered through the noun phrases 
‘British star’ and ‘seasonal residence in Monaco’ which highlight the success she has 
had as a cyclist. This is important as the readers of Rouleur are likely to have a vested 
interest in cycling and perhaps aspire to be like Armistead as the publication is 
specifically for cycling enthusiasts. Armistead is also represented as particularly 
humble to contrast her star status again through the noun phrases of ‘parents’ house’, 
‘fame and fakeness’ and ‘quarter-life one’ to describe a version of mid-life crisis she is 
having. The latter adds a sense of humour to the piece allowing for the publication to 
present itself as relaxed but the noun phrases also show a vulnerability and innocence 
to Armistead which may be important to the readership as they are more likely to be 
able to connect with her at this level. This is important as the publication relies on the 
success of its articles and in showing both sides to her, the reader is able to make a 
much more informed opinion about her.

Task: How might we improve this answer? Try to add in more 
terminology to this paragraph along with any other points of  analysis.



A Level English 
Language
Grammar

Lesson 5 – Tense & Aspect



2018 Paper 1 Mark Scheme



Verb Tense & Aspect

Tense – indicate a 
verb’s position in 

time.

Activity as complete 
(Also known as Perfective)

Aspect- how 
something is 

viewed in relation 

to time.

Ongoing & incomplete

These are the basics



A Further Breakdown…

• Continuous/Progressive & Perfect Tenses…

• the present continuous (I am working)

• the past continuous (I was working)

• the future continuous (I will be working)

• the present perfect (I have worked)

• the past perfect (I had worked)

• the future perfect (I will have worked)



The Perfect Continuous

• The present perfect continuous (I have been working): used to talk about 
how long something has continued up till now (I have been working there for 
a week)

• The past perfect continuous (I had been working): used to talk about 
something which continued up to a particular moment in the past but is now 
completed (I had been working there for a week before I resigned)

• The future perfect continuous (I will have been working)



What Aspect & Tense are these sentences?

• "History has remembered the kings and warriors, because they 
destroyed; art has remembered the people, because they created.”

• "I was reading the dictionary. I thought it was a poem about everything.”

• "At fifteen life had taught me undeniably that surrender, in its place, was 
as honorable as resistance, especially if one had no choice.”

• "She's loyal and is trying to wear her thin flippy hair in cornrows."



What Aspect & Tense are these sentences?

• "History has remembered the kings and warriors, because they destroyed; art has remembered the 
people, because they created.“

(Perfect Aspect, Present Tense)

• "I was reading the dictionary. I thought it was a poem about everything.”

(Progressive Aspect, Past Tense)

• "At fifteen life had taught me undeniably that surrender, in its place, was as honorable as resistance, 
especially if one had no choice.“

(Perfect Aspect, Past Tense)

• "She's loyal and is trying to wear her thin flippy hair in cornrows.“

(Progressive Aspect, Present Tense)



Simple 
Present Tense

Future 
Tense

Present 
Continuous

The key once 
you have 

noticed 

significant verb 

tenses is to 

evaluate why 
they are there –

think about this 

text’s place in 

the world – why 

is it there? What 
is it doing?

Present 
Perfect



Task: How does 
the text use 
language to 
create meanings 
& 
representations
?

Consider verb 
tenses – ask 
WHY a 
particular tense 
is used.

Feel free to 
combine other 
areas of analysis 
you see as 
being relevant.



A Level English 
Language
Grammar

Lesson 6 – Active & Passive Voice



2018 Paper 1 Mark Scheme



Active & Passive Voice

• If  the subject of  the sentence performs the action then the sentence is 
in the active voice.

Judith ran a marathon

• This SVO structure is the standard way in which we write in English.

Subject Verb Object



Active & Passive Voice

• If  the subject is being acted upon then the sentence is said to be in the passive voice.

A marathon was ran by Judith

• This OVS structure is not as common.

• It is often the case that the subject of  the sentence is omitted…

• “A marathon was ran” – This involves having some contextual understanding of  the 
sentence for it to make sense.

Object Verb Subject



Label and turn into active or passive…

• Audrey mailed the letter.

• The 100 metre record was broken by Usain Bolt.

• The soprano sang at least one tune from a well-known opera.

• The militants adopted aggressive tactics.

Make up two yourself.



Label and turn into the opposite (active or 
passive)…

• Audrey mailed the letter. [active]

• The 100 metre record was broken by Usain Bolt. [passive]

• The soprano sang at least one tune from a well-known opera. [active]

• The militants adopted aggressive tactics. [active]

• The letter was mailed by Audrey.

• Usain Bolt broke the 100 metre record.

• At least one tune from a well-known opera was sung by the soprano.

• Aggressive tactics were adopted by the militants.



Reasons for use?

• As ever, the reasons for using anything rely on the context – what is the text? To 
whom is it aimed? What text-type is it? What is the purpose?

• One key thing to note is that in the A Level exam, Question 2 of Paper 1 will involve 
analysis of an older text – in which you might see more use of the passive voice.

• This doesn’t mean you should write about it just because it is there and write 
comments such as “it’s an older text so they use the passive voice.”

• Think critically about what this does for the text by considering the questions above.



2017 Paper 1 Question 2

• Text B is the front cover of, and an extract from, the official 

report The Fourth Olympiad, published after the 1908 

Olympics. 

As we cover more about language change 
in year 13, you will understand more about 

attitudes/society at the time.









“The first attempt to decide the Final resulted in “No race” 

being announced by the judges.”

Task: What ‘voice’ is this in? What representation does it 

create of the report and why?



Task: Based on the representation you decided on last –

find at least one other example that creates the same 

representation and label it with precision



“Thirty yards after the start Halswelle had been dispossessed 

of second position by Robins…

…Halswelle commenced to gain on the two men in front.”

Task: How is Halswelle presented in these two extracts?

Is the voice in which it is written significant?
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Starter

• Break this down as precisely as you can, labelling it with 

as many terms from the past lessons as possible…

“What would you do if you were young and beautiful and had 
a big bottle of champagne? You’d share it with your closest 
friends. And that’s what they did.”



Flipped Learning

• Over the past lessons covering grammar you have studied:

• Sentence Types

• Coordination & Subordination

• Clause Types

• Phrase Types

• Tense & Aspect

• Active & Passive Voice

• You now need to consolidate this knowledge. On the following slides are different texts. For each one, 
write at least three paragraphs analysing the text, based upon what you have learnt about grammar.



Mark Scheme Reminder



TEXT A

Task: How does the 
text use language to 
create meanings & 
representations?



TEXT B

Task: How does the 
text use language to 
create meanings & 
representations?



TEXT C

Task: How does the 
text use language to 
create meanings & 
representations?



TEXT D

Task: How does the 
text use language to 
create meanings & 
representations?


