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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities  
(Extended Learning Department) Policy  

 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, Ashbourne Academy 

 
 

Principles 
 
It is a statutory requirement for all schools to make special educational provision for 
students with special educational needs, in line with the Education Act of 1993, the 
Children and Families Act (2014) and the revised SEN Code of practice (2014). The 
school has a statutory duty to:  
 

 do its best to secure the necessary provision for students identified as having 
special educational needs, which can be related to the four area of needs 
identified in the Code of Practice (2014): 

o Communication and interaction 
o Cognition and learning 
o Social, mental and emotional health 
o Sensory and/or physical; 

 ensure that, where a student is identified as having special educational needs, 
those needs are made known to all his/her teachers and additional staff within the 
school; 

 ensure that staff are aware of the importance of identifying and providing for those 
students who have special educational needs; 

 ensure that, as far as it is practicable, those students with special educational 
needs are included and are able to participate in all planned activities within the 
school, whether within the main curriculum or extra-curricular;  

 ensure that points within the Equality Act 2010 are addressed; 

 ensure that liaising with parents, carers and students is a priority, with a student 
centred approach being taken to the planning and delivery of all additional 
provision.   

    
Aims 
 

1. To adopt an inclusive approach, enabling all students to develop their interests, 
abilities and aptitudes, as fully as possible. 

2. To ensure that all students can, where possible, access the curriculum. 

3. To liaise with, and gain guidance and support from, staff based within external 
agencies and LA Support Services. 

4. To inform, advise and train staff regarding the support of students with special 
educational needs. 

5. To ensure diagnostic testing is current and is used to address and support the 
needs of the student. 

6. To provide and access relevant training for staff. 

7. To work with parents, carers, students themselves, and outside agencies, to 
ensure students’ needs are met. 
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8. To deploy school resources and staffing as effectively and efficiently as possible. 

9. To celebrate the achievement and contribution to the life of the school of those 
who have special educational needs and disabilities. 

10. To prepare the students for appropriate future opportunities within education and 
employment. 

11. To support students with extra-curricular initiatives and opportunities, recognising 
the role of ‘Extended Services’. 

  
 

Practice 
 

1. Students are identified as having special educational needs for the following 
reasons:- 

 They are in receipt of provision from a Statement of Educational Need or an 
Educational, Health and Care plan. 

 They are recognised as being based within the Additional Educational 
Needs profile.   

 They are identified through one or more of the tests used to create a profile 
of ability on transfer to Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School.  Diagnostic 
testing results confirm specific area of need. 

 A referral from staff, parents or the student has been completed. 

2. When a student is deemed to have a special educational need, the SEND Code of 
Practice guidelines are followed which relate to those students with Additional 
Educational Needs, that is, those needs above the expected differentiation and 
support provided by Quality First Wave 1 teaching. 

3. Additional staffing and support is available for those students with identified 
special educational needs and included on the school’s Additional Educational 
Needs register. 

4. Categories of learning difficulty, which are funded by receipt of a EHCP or 
Statement of Educational Need, fall into two groups at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School: 

 Those students who receive Enhanced Resource Provision – ERS. 

 Those who receive specific hours of support from a Teaching Assistant. 

(Please note that Statements of Educational Need are currently being phased out 
this year.)  

5. Funding is no longer included within the Special Educational Needs budget to 
address the needs of students whose difficulties are identified within the 
‘Additional Educational Needs’ profile and are without a Statement of Educational 
Need or an Education, Health and Care plan; this money is now taken from the 
main school budget as, since April 2013, it has not been allocated nationally to 
schools for these students.   

6. The financial resources received by the school are primarily used for staffing. 
Extended Learning Department staff are deployed in a variety of ways: 

 in-class support; 

 small group provision in specific curriculum areas; 

 lunchtime support, both socially and for homework provision; 

 before and after school support; 
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 monitoring of targets; 

 specific Literacy and Numeracy support; 

 support for other specified programmes and initiatives as they fit with student  
needs, for example, ‘social stories’ work and support for dyslexic students; 

 Physical Literacy programmes, overseen by our Community Paediatric 
Physiotherapist; 

 preparation of resources to support specific initiatives. 

7. All curriculum areas have specified link members of staff, whose responsibility it is 

to liaise with the Extended Learning Department.  

8. A Statutory Review will be completed on an annual basis for students with a 
Statement of Educational Need or an Educational, Health and Care plan.  A 
Transition Plan will be completed for Year 9 students.  The QEGS SENCo (or 
Assistant SENCo) will also attend Y5 Transition Plan Annual Reviews, to ensure 
preparation for students with specific needs.   

9. Relevant Testing is completed and supportive evidence gained, so that students 
can, as appropriate, be in receipt of ‘examination concessions’ for internal and 
external assessments and examinations. These are increasingly now supported 
with the use of technology, as per the changing educational climate. 

10. Life Skills programmes are offered to those students who have this need specified 
on their Statement of Educational Need or Education, Health and Care Plan. 

11. Individual intervention programmes will be written for identified students, as 
appropriate. 

12. Programmes are planned to ensure specific advice offered by staff within external 
agencies can be delivered to students on a regular basis. 

13. All students who have an either an Educational Health Care Plan or Statement of 
Educational Needs will be assigned a designated Extended Learning Department 
mentor, which will allow structured support for the student and a weekly link 
between home and school, to ensure ‘joined up thinking’ in the approaches to 
support. 


