
Summary of changes to English Literature:  

This specification has been developed in line with the Regulatory Requirements provided by the DfE 

and Ofqual. 

The assessment must be by 100% examination – this means that there can be no coursework or 

controlled assessment. 

The exams must be untiered – so there can’t be a higher or a foundation tier. 

The exams must be closed book, although we are allowed to print extracts from texts on the exam. 

Students must study and we must examine the following types of texts: 

 one play by Shakespeare 

 one 19th-century novel 

 a selection of poetry since 1789, including representative Romantic poetry 

 fiction or drama from the British Isles from 1914 onwards 

There must be a minimum of two unseen texts on the exam, and they must be compared. 

 


